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“There is nothing on this earth more to be prized than true friendship.”
                                                                                                                             (St Thomas Aquinas)

While doing some research the other day, I discovered the Patron Saint of Treasurers is St Erastus, a
disciple of St Paul, who was martyred in the first century. According to the Epistle to the Romans, Erastus
was a steward in Corinth, a political office of high civic status. The word is defined as "the manager of
household or of household affairs" or, in this context, "treasurer". The Church remembers St. Erastus on
January 4 among the Seventy. So, if you’re having problems with your books or reports, maybe a prayer to
St Erastus would help! 

I recently forwarded Provincial Treasurer Pat Rivest’s latest directive to you. She included the 2018
Parish Treasurer’s Annual Report which asks you to detail charitable giving by your Parish Council. I will be
sending out a revised edition of this report, which Pat has just sent to me, in the next few weeks, it will
include a guide to filling it out. This is not the same as your Annual Report which is sent electronically to
National office. Your President has received information and directions for filling out that report to National
from Diocesan Organization Chair Lynn Lavictoire. If you have questions about either report, or just a few
general questions, feel free to contact me at debaines1@gmail.com. 

Many councils will soon be having elections. Do not be afraid to let your name stand for office.
Joining the executive is a learning experience and you are never too old to learn something new. I spent
most of my almost 40 year working career in finance, but that didn’t stop me from serving in other Standing
Committees and serving as President 5 times. When I moved to Ottawa in 1970, I joined the CWL in my
Parish to meet new people, and now I have been in the League for 48 years, 20 of them with the Military
Ordinariate, serving at parish, Diocesan and Provincial  level.  Many of my closest friendships have been
made through CWL, I hope it is the same for you. 

For those of you who are currently serving as treasurer at you Parish Council, remember you are
required to have your books reviewed at year end. This is not a formal audit, and does not have to be done
by  an  accountant.  The  person  reviewing  your  books  should  have  a  good  knowledge  of  bookkeeping
practices and should provide your council with a statement as to the accuracy of the files and recommend
any changes required.  This report,  along with all  receipts and Bank Statements for  the year should be
retained in the Council’s files for 7 years. 

We are  now into  the season of  Fall  Bazaars,  Harvest  dinners  and Christmas  plans.  Enjoy  these
activities and I hope to see all of you at the Advent Retreat on Nov 24th at St Isidore Parish. 

Your sister in the League.


